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Becomes Bride 
Oi Frank Sobctte 


Tiie f Me. and Xto- 

rrank E/Stoitte/Vn t23e:r Trtnrn 
frcan ■ noneyinwm at Lake Tahoe, 
•in be in BertaleT. where Ihe 
iBTTbfT h now to business with his 
fslLsr. The bridzJ couple was ni*T- 
rtod at a nuptial nssss Saturdar, 
June 34. to the Charch o! the lilt> 
ntTwrra by the Rev. Father Aa&rtvr 
Bather. White c.tadic^ dahjtos and 
srapiSraRons decomted the allar. 

The bride wse 34iw Mari* A* 
Web«. She was escorted to the 
altar by her lalhci. Mr- Kjui J. 
WeksT. She roede a beanlilul pic- 
tme, wearing a gown of silk net, 
designed with a tong court train of 
ruffles booed ia satin with a Wind- 
«ir c rown , waist-length bridal veil 
of three valancei bedecked with 
lilies cl the valley. 

C ABBIES IUriRI>OOM 

A hafvdkeichief of point Isce was 
bigJJy treasured by the bride, hav¬ 
ing l«en oaed to the HHirriafe cere- 
Tncny of the bride's mother and abo 
her grendtaotber. 

Her shower bouquet was of 
bouvardia and lilies of the valley- 
Carrying out a school tradition, the 
bride, a graduate d Holy H aines 
High School, preseuted her shower 
bouquet to lb« Btossed Virgto ^MariT, 
the entire wedding parly participat¬ 
ing. 

Franeme 'Wrfjer, rister of the 
bride, was maid of booor, wearing 
an orchid ruffled gown wtih picture 
hat with grosgrato strearoer*. 

The bridesmaids were Rita B egley 
and Doris Van Horn, who dreased 
alike in ruffled gowns to pastel 
shades cf blue. 

The attendants carried shower 
bouquets of begonias, roses and 
sna^dagoca. 

BKOTHER ttTTH BRIDEGBOOM 

Mr. John Sahati^ brother ot t^ 
bridogrocm, was best man, wlule 
ih© ushers were Karl J. Weber Jr., 
brother of the bride, or/d Etosex Han¬ 
sen. 

Mrs. Kail J Weber, mother of the 
bride, were blue chUloo redingole, 
Irimnicd to shefl pink, with a pc- 
ture hat and acressorJes to xnaicb. 

Mnu John Sabatle. mother of the 
bridegromn, wore a cape costume of 
r9a>T blue sheer, bimmed in white, 
with a picture hat end matching 
accessnrlet. Both mothers wore 
(wchid errsage*. 

After the reTemony. a wedding 
bTe 5 d[fast followed by a reception 
was held at Hc?tel Clarcmtmt. 

Follcm'lng the receptim, buffet 
rrfrediiTMmta were served an 
orclsslxa and danctog parovidei. 
further enjojiucnt. 


Dairies 

o- 1370 

' Merge 


Casf:r>Udat»9 tst two Urge 
Doytherw CalifnniMi fainQy - 
rwned fSames was ataiocMed 
>otallr by F rank Ll^ Sa- 
halfiq piT«adeBl ^ bcrKUcy 
aod George Onislo- 
jtocr, chadTHso cd Cbristcipher 
Dairy Fanns. Both labria will 
cooUhds to be availah^ to the 
po^k. 

Berkeley Farms hA wm- 
roei expanded wjft tlie per- 
chase oi two toiDs m Central 
and Sonthern Califeniia. 
ilnisaophEr last week an- 
uoaoced his to aril for 
a reported ^ million. No 
PTKF was given in today’s an- 
Douncemesi. 

SahalU said, ’ Oust alliance 
with Chnstepher Dairy pves 
Use Bay Area a .suhstantial 
iirdk company irtaSy con- 
m»ncd and operated ty local 
people who can better pom- 
pete wiih major a a t i o n a I 
dairy Anns.” 

Mitcbefl V. Davis, brother- 
i n' 1 a w of Christopher, who 
lias served as president of 
rhrwtcphcr Dairj’ Farms for 
:hc past 15 years, will contin¬ 
ue in the capacity 

Christopher wffl .serve as 
management consultant and 
there will be no changes in 
Christopter top management 
person^. 

Christopher said. “As the 
last two local dairies of any 
miportance in the wholesale 
rmft business, we feel this 
ronsoUdaiion of .length will 
be advantageous for both the 
cfinsumer and the grocery.” 

The former San Francisco 
mayor said he expected to 
keep an office at Christopher 
Dairy so he can keep to tooch 
with enstomers of the 28 • 
year - old finn. 

Berkeley Farms was fouod^ 
ed ifl 1010 by John A. Sabatte. 

11 is ovdSed and operated by 
the five Sabatte brothers, and 
has a distribution system 
serving seven Bay Area 
counties. 
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SHcmond C. Sabatte of Oak- 
tend spent a lifetime involved in 
lus* family’s thriving dairy busi- 
iftss and his church. 

■ Sabatte, who died in Oakland 
d Friday, had operated Berke- 
llfy Farms Inc. of Emeryville 
\iith his four brothers since 
1^^. He was 61. 

«l^e Sabattes steadily expand- 
e9 'Berkelw Farms from the 
Area to the Sacramento and 
San Joaquin valleys to the point 
v^ere the 7s^yi^-old dairy now 
i»Me of the c^Ve’s largest inde¬ 
pendent rpHU c<^panies. 

^His rpotheA Mary Sabatte of 
Qiakland, andJj^ father, the late 
Jbhn A. Sa^>dUe, a French im¬ 
migrant, >egan the business in 
1910 , delivering milk to the door 
a horse and buggy. 

:tte was born in Oakland, 
'fi^bd In south Berkeley and was 
graduated from SL Mary’s Col- 
^e of Moraga. 

fHe served on the St. Mary’s 
3|>ard of Regents since 1972 and 
va^ a past president of the col- 
Qga's alumni association. He re- 
the college’s ’’signum fi¬ 
lar* award in 1959. 

Ife also served on the boards 


of the Catholic Voice and the 
Hanna Boys Center, as well as 
the Bishop’s Committee for 
Charity. He received the Oak¬ 
land Diocese's merit award for 
community service in 1966. 

A Catholic lay leader, he 
served as chancellor and presi¬ 
dent of the Sovereign Military 
Hospitaller, Order of St John of 
Jerusalem of Rhodes and of 
Malta. Western Association. 

During his leadership of the 
Western Association, he organ¬ 
ized grants for the aged and 
helped found the Knights of Mal¬ 
ta Free Clinic at Providence 
Hospital in Oakland in 1982. 
That year, the Knights of Malta 
decorated him with one of its 
highest honors, the Grand Cross 
of Magistral Grace. 

He also served on the Provi¬ 
dence Hospital Foundation 
board, the Executive Committee 
of Family Aid to Catholic Edu¬ 
cation and the Development 
Committee of Our Lady’s Home. 
He was a past president of the 
Oakland Serra Club. 

Survivors include his mother 
and brothers George of Oakland 
and Albert. Frank, and John of 
Lafayette. 

A Rosary and Mass of Chris¬ 
tian Burial will be celebrated at 


7:30 p.m. *ruesday at St. There¬ 
sa’s Church, 30 Mandalay, Oak¬ 
land. Private internment will be 
at the Holy Sepulchre Cemetary 
in Hayward. 

The family requests contribu¬ 
tions to Our Lady’s Home or 
Providence Hospital Foundation. 


oraijwiLJKy : Marv Sabatte who 

y 1910, celebrated her 90th birtSaiy^^J^ 
^y~ta Womens Athletic Club dinner given bv 
her five scm and four daughtere-in-law KS 

nf ^ close-knit one it 

B. All of Mary’s sons - George Albert FVani 

ll>e as% 

ofbergraBkMdre,, 

Both and her husband ca^ here from 

*bongh they met and married 
here. She worked side by side with him through the 

erl!d^hv*h”' ‘be milk, which be deliv- 

er^ by horse and buggy, and cooking for the 10 

e® beefded on their premises. Originally 

h«!i^ Berkeley Creamery, the b^ess 

iSth ~ ‘® Berkeley FaS, 

with headquarters in Oakland. 

Sabafte 

Moaim tells us At the turn of Uie century there 
were two farms in Berkeley near Universi- 
ty Avenue and San Pablo and^imtber in the Clare¬ 
mont district Our family ^t milk from thSS^ 
Remond “B^ley Farms owns a™,- 

Stockton ^^ 1 ? ^bree farms in 

«^ton. We h ave 2,5 00(cows. in case you’re inter- 
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PRESS RELEASE: 3/26/85 


Private memoricil services were held Tuesdav for tl8.rX- ^^^^ ^ 
co-founder of Berkeley Farms Dairv, who died in Oakland after a brief 
illness. She was 97. 

A French immigrant at the age of 13, she later married John A. 
Sabatte in 1908, and together in 1910, they founded the South Berkeley 
Creamerv delivering-milk to Oakland homes by horse and buggy.^ 
renamed to Berkeley Farms, the company this year celebrates lus 75tn 
anniversarv as one of the state’s largest indenendent milk companies. 

phe earlv ■'^ears of the dairy, Mrs. Sabatte mainoained^ 
rio-orous and long hours processing milk while also lodging and cooking 
^or the dairt'-’s workers. Milk deliveries bv Model-T trucks replaced 
the horse and buggy, ?nd the comany’ s home deliver^ r-utes grew to he 
a major force in the Bay A.rea mi] k market. 

Her husband died in 1957, and she handed the business dov/n to 
her five sons. Four surviving sons and their famiTies operate the 
mainl'^'’ who] esa] e milk business todav. 

In 1946, Mrs. Sabatte received a national commendation from the 
American Red Cross. In 1949, the French government bestoxved upon her 
the «Medai]le de la Reconnaisance Francaise” given in recognition for 
the war time relief work she and her French Red Cross group performed 
during V/orld V/ar II. 

She is survived by her sons, George, Albert, Frank, and 
her sister, Mrs. Pierre Bedoura of San Francisco, fourteen grandchildren, 
fourteen great granchildren, and one great-great erandchild. 


CofKord 2680 Cloverdale Avenue. 432-6821 • Santa Clara 910 Warburton. 243-3997 . South San Francisco 561 Ecdes Avenue. 761-4420 

• Emeryville P.O. Box S465, 652-9924 • 





Firm lakes 
Action in 
Milk Case 

"'tlirei Ch4,d'’5^ 

With Soliciting 
Former Customers 

I 

MARTINEZ. Jan. 13 — 

Berkeley Farms Milk Com¬ 
pany has obtained a Superior 
I Court order restraining three 
former employees from solicit¬ 
ing customers for a new firm j 
allegedly formed by them. i 
! Judge Wakefield Taylor b- 1 
sued a temporary restraining . 
order against Eric Anderson 
William D. Bowers and Dennis 
O’Connor and their firm, EIj 
M onte Dairy Delivery of Con¬ 
cord. 

He ordered the defendants to i 
appear before him at 10 a.m | 
Monday and show cause why 
they should not be perman¬ 
ently enjoined from soliciting 
Berkeley Farms customers. 

Berkeley Farms and its op- j 
i Ramond C. ancU Jphn, 

fsabatteVlao asked the court 
ftp the defendants from 

] using Berkeley Farms custo¬ 
mer lists, route maps and 
other records or revealing 
I them to other persons, and to 
order such materials returned 
to the plaintiff. 

The suit asserts the three de¬ 
fendants quit Berkeley Farms 
Jan. 6, and immediately started 
their own company. 


SUff Sgt Victor BaUiU. son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Balatti, of Oakland; 
en route home on furlough after 
28 months with the 12th Army Aiv 
Force in the European theater or 
operations. ^ 

Staff Sgi. John JC SabeitOeon of 
Mr. - J r- X. g eUa tte. 5451 

^riflK.Avenuo: en route home on 
24 months in the 
infantrSTTWo^lJpJ^^eater of opera¬ 
tions. y ^ 

rfc. Melton Benjaihid. Mj^k- 
land; en route home on 'ififffigh 
after 80 months with the Army 
Medical Corps, European theater 
of ^operations. 


tflot. BmUy K. Huhn. Army 
Jur.e Corps, of 380 35th to 

lAadlean General •Ho»plt^^co“»*’ 

John A. galjottrjr^ of 

Ig pm >t»TOCtor 

Wk -- 


antv ni 


Sgt. Clarence H. Yoimg. sotf 
;/InL Clarence Yo\mg of 5917 



















John Sabatte, 

fl ^957 
Creamery, Dies 

John A^^ bat^ 78. founder 
of the BerCeli^^ farms Cream¬ 
ery. the largest independent 
dairy in Northern California,, 
died today ir his home at 5451 j 
Proctor Ave, after a long ill¬ 
ness. * 

A native of France, Mr. Sa- 
battc came to Oakland when he 
was 17. He established the 
South Berkeley Creaijaery in 
1910, starting with ^dne horse 
and one milk waggon, a^^built 
it into oue of the st^t^s biggest 
independent dairies. \ 

His dairy nov^ knoWn as the 
Berkeley Farmk Creamery, 
serves an area which extends 
from Richmond on life north to 
Hayward on the south and Con¬ 
cord on the east 
Mr. Sabatte is survived by his 
wife, Mrs, Mary N. Sabatte; five 
sons, George P., Albert M., 
Frank E., Remond C. and John 
^ Jr., all of whom are asso¬ 
ciated in the dairy, and 12 
grandchildren- 


From One Horse to 
$400,000 Creamery; 
Leyins Open 3rd Plant 




milk route with one hoiw and a 
wa gon I n mo, h aa Just expanded 
Into a new 
$400,000 cream¬ 
ery. .. . , 

Two San 
Fran cisco 
brothers w h o j 
began manu¬ 
facturing with 
a few hundred 
dollars capital 
in 183 2, are i 
opening a third 
- Bay Area plant 
and expect to build it up to a half- ‘ 
miilion-dollar-a-year payroll 
Meanwhile the California itou 
facturers Association is UnJng up 
millions of dc^rs worth of poten¬ 
tial orders for this state's manu- 
f^turers. both big and little fellows. 

/ Here are the developments; 
f • • • 

from one ho rse to new 
$ 400,00^Ay CTJEAMEKY! 

started with 
tlie one norse, has now built the 

I the 

largest independent crealBRy^ in the 
East Bay. His five sons have Joined 
nlin in the business in recent years, 
lliey have finished a $400,000 
cream pH'ocessing plant 
in Emeryville, across from the Key 
Sj^tcm bus^ yard. They bave 74 
delivery routes^cov^Hhg from Rich- 


Dairy Foundei 

At 5300,976 

A value of J300,976 todaj 
pW_Qn the estate od 
A^^^dairy founder 
djed last Sept. 10 at the 
age of 78. according to an 

C(^ty Supenor Court 
PrSf^r a’ at 5451 

^tbe Berkei’erFa^J^Sre"^^ 

He directed in a will dat.ri 
16. 1951, that 

consisting of real esUte Ito^’ 
securities, be leftV^t 















Milk of human kindness: Loyaity 
of ierlceley Farms is refreshing 


By Tim Slmmeri 

STAFF WWT» 

HAYWARD — When Berkeley 
Farms began the ground work hen: 
earlier this month for a $50 million 
milk plant due to open ne?ct fall, llie 
dust ’and commotion pretty much 
went unnoticed 

But the gesture of starting a 
modem factory here hearkens luick to 
a time when loyalty was a two-way 
street In business. 

It’s rare for a famil>*-owncd com¬ 
pany to invest millions In a plant 
where high-paki union laborers will 
do the work, just because the family 
tlrinks it owes something to its em¬ 
ployees and the county of its rof*ts. 

*‘I wantcrl to start a 
not an end/’ sai d Ulm/ ^l)atte^ art- 
owner and stnckRoUklwl UlGtlairy 
founded by his immigrant grandfa- 
tiier. John Sabatte. 85 years ago. 

Berkeley Farms faces sUfT competi¬ 
tion these tlays fmm rivals who pro¬ 
cess tlieu milk in Ute Central Valley, 
where labor and construction costs 
for building new plants are much 
cheaper Uum in the Bay Area. 

There was no hint tiiat the com¬ 


pany has been going ihrougli clianges 
based on its famous radio advertising 
tag line, ‘’Forms in Bcrkclej*? Mooo, 
deliver^ by the btc Warner Brotiiers 
voice arUst Mel Blanc, 

But the Sabatte family informed its 
workers late Uist siuiuner that they 
would build a new plaitt In Alameda 
County, instead of selling out or 
building in the Valley, If some lalK.r 
concessions were made. 

The Teamsters Union U^cal 863, 
which represents the workers, agreed 
to go slow on wage Incrcoscs. cut 
double time to lime-aod-a-half, and 
reduce yearly varutlons to help the 
company comi)ete. 

The new factory will go up cm a 20- 
acre plot on ClawHer Road io 

the Glllig Biw plant, saving 200 Jobs 
and plenty of kxal spending. 

“People In .Uameda County have 
been drinking our milk since 1010,” 
said Sabatte, whose grandfallier 
started the plant in South Berkeley. 
“We don't belong In the Volley.” 

Some vounger and even older 
members of die Sabatte family ore 
still shaking their heads over the deri¬ 
sion. More than a few- would have pre¬ 
ferred to sell out. But the eight- 
member board, made up moatl>’ of the 


.nenior famU>- members, derided to 
stay. 

Berkeley Farm* has a duminanl 
share of the Bay Area milk market 
among independent dairies, feeding 
small grocers bke Amlroiiicos, Key 
\Utkct, Lunardis, P&W Market, 
Drnegem and Food 4 Lew. The big 
boys lit the milk trade, like Safeway 
and Lucky, sell their own milk at theU 
own stores. 

Still, the comiiony s Emery\illc 
production plant is so *‘max»Hl out' 
dial Berkeley Famv* I? buying milk 
from its i.'ompetitors td a lower price 
than It, can process It, Sabatte said. 

Tlie dairy has had a lough time 
keeping pare witli the growth of com- 
petilnrs like hYister Farms and Crystal 
Cream and Butter, wliich havx‘ re¬ 
cently built nc?w plants In Modesto 
and Sacramento. 

The new Haywani plant will be 
capable of producing more than 
200,000 gallons of milk ii day. The 
company now chums out 120,000 
galloiui daily In Its antiquated planU 

“For a company to place a \'Blue 
on Its roots and have some commit¬ 
ment to its empki>THJs is btfjlasmgly 

Pleaso^jQ w rim, 02 



h Vi 0 

«1 «w ^ I 

r 1 % 




ii-e 

ss fC-* 

SI-* 

lU 


oyai to ine iin 11 


iinusuai,*’ said Harley .Shaiken, a 
University of Callfonua, Berkeley 
professor spccialiiing in labor »•’ 
sues. ‘‘Tliey re indlealing to Oielr 
customers and workers U>at they 
feel loyalty niean.s i»r»nicthing.” 

Indeed, Sabatte acknowledged 
that he likes the workloit.T at Uie 
companj' that generates $140 mil¬ 
lion in annual .sales. 

For many employees, the 
lecllng Is mutual. 

“The company needed .some 


help,” said Dennis Masters, a 26- 
year veteran milk truck driver and 
supervisor at the daily. “Thw’re 
r^^ly to loyal employees, 
and now 111 have a Job here uiul] I 
retire. ” 

Masters said lie didn’t think the 
conrpswons were so bad “Mast 
Iieople here moke $J7 per hour, 
and can make $40,000 a year uitti 
overtime. That’s not u bail liviiut “ 
he 5uld«?d 

The 50-year-old Emervville 
plant, where nearly half of the 
company’s -100 workers arc em- 


plojTid. will close when the n^ 
factor}* opeas. So wiU the Soi 
2>an FrancLsco iec cream plant o 
erations, which wUl be moved 
Hayward in early 1998. A clistrib 
tion fadliry In Son Leandro, whe 
some 10 workers are employe 
also wsiuld bv cJoseii. 

Sabatte said must workers < 
the closed plants will be tmii 
/erred to Ha>*ward. tiiough u “mil 
Imal amount of layoffo** will occuj 

Pr^o-liased Harris Can.stru< 
Uon Co. is tile general contracto 
on the new plant 
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